
No Matter the Cost
The Radical Call of Jesus



• “God gives us a vision, and then He takes us down 
to the valley to batter us into the shape of that 
vision.  It is in the valley that so many of us give up 
and faint.  Every God-given vision will become real 
if we will only have patience...God has to take us 
into the valley and put us through the fires and 
floods until we can get to the point where He can 
trust us with the reality of the vision.  Ever since 
God gave us the vision, He has been at work.  He is 
getting us into the shape of the goal He has for us, 
and yet over and over again we try to escape from 
the Sculptor’s hand in an effort to batter ourselves 
into the shape of our own goals.”                  
Oswald Chambers My Utmost for His highest July 6



what we’re after...

•Pure and simple...              
The goal is to get myself 
out of this slumber and into a 
fully alive, radical walk with 
Jesus.



• “My future is secure.  I’m done with low 
living, small giving and dwarfed goals.  I no 
longer need preeminence, prosperity, 
position, promotion or popularity.  I don’t 
have to be right, first, tops, recognized, 
praised or rewarded.

• My face is set; my goal sure.  My road is 
narrow, my way is rough, my companions 
are few.  My God is reliable, my mission 
clear.



• I cannot be bought, compromised, 
detoured, delayed or deluded.  I will not 
flinch in the face of adversity or negotiate at 
the table of the enemy.  I will not meander 
in the maze of mediocrity.

• I am a disciple of Christ.  I must go until He 
comes for His own, by the grace of God. He 
will have no problem recognizing me 
because my colors are clear.”                  
Last journal entry of Zimbabwean pastor 
martyred for his faith.



• John Eldredge reminds us, “Christianity 
isn’t a religion about going to Sunday 
School, potluck suppers, being nice, holding 
car washes, sending our second hand 
clothes off to Mexico - as good as those 
things might be.  This is a world at war.  
Something large and immensely dangerous 
is unfolding around us.”



• “If you were the evil one, trying to 
defeat the church, what would your 
strategy be?  Sideline the most 
aggressive, bold, risk-taking warriors.  
Make them feel unwanted, unneeded 
and uncomfortable.  Hide the battle 
beneath the veil of a ‘comforting’ 
religion.”  Why men hate going to church



don’t you just hate this word?
it implies weakness

the enemy whispers defeat in my ear
my hesitation plays right into my wounds

Passivity



• Do you just feel buried?  - work, kids, 
duty, obligation, debt, marriage...

• Where is the passion?  Where is this 
“radical” walk with Jesus?  Why can’t I get 
there?

• Are there things I want to do but I just can’t 
engage and so, therefore, I simply shrink 
back.  “My wife will do it.”  



The power of a 
community of men...



• “The purposes of a man’s heart   
are deep waters, but a man of 
understanding draws them out.  
Many a man claims to have 
unfailing love, but a faithful man 
who can find?”    Proverbs 20:5-6



• There are many men who live shallow 
lives, but deep beneath their surfaces, lie 
grand purposes -- buried.  I believe every 
man struggles with this -- a sort of “self-
dummying down”.  Day to day life becomes 
the pursuit of the insignificant, but these 
men are haunted by a desire to search 
out and find grand purposes.  Those 
purposes are not absent -- just buried.



• The proverb reminds us of two actions 
that must take place.  First, every 
redeemed man must come to the 
understanding that he possesses a glory 
that has been buried.  He needs to 
recognize that silt has settled into the 
deep channels of his soul, turning his 
depths into shallows.  He needs a settled 
belief that he is not meant to remain 
shallow.



• Secondly, shallow men need other men 
-- understanding men - who persevere 
with unfailing love to draw out the 
hidden glory from the depths of a 
murky soul.  Men of understanding are 
rare; few are willing to engage in the 
tedious and dirty job of dredging.  
Deep treasures of the soul lie buried in 
deep waters.”



• Community - there is no substitute.

• We simply cannot do this life alone.  When a 
man ‘goes it alone’, he is setting himself up 
for a real problem.

• A big part of coming “fully alive” in a radical 
walk with Jesus is getting in community... 
getting in a “band of brothers”. 

• Please...don’t do this battle alone! 



• “We know what real love is because Christ gave up his life for 
us.  And so we also ought to give up our lives for our Christian 
brothers.”  1 John 3:16

• “A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but 
two can stand back-to-back and conquer.  Three are even 
better, for a triple-braded cord is not easily broken.”  Ecc 4:12

• “As iron sharpens iron, a friend sharpens a friend.”  Provebs 
27:12

• “Share each other’s troubles and problems and in this way 
obey the law of Christ.”  Gal 6:1-2

• “A body isn’t just a part blown up into something huge.  It’s all 
the different-but-similar parts arranged and functioning 
together...No part is important on its own.”  1 Cor 12 Msg



• Are you doing life alone as an island in 
the storm?

• Why is so hard to build community 
with other men?

• What is the value of having other men 
knowing your “story” and deeply 
knowing you?

Questions


