
No matter the cost
the unity of the vine



election

• 2 states legalized gay marriage

• 2 states legalized recreation pot usage

• first openly gay senator elected

• more unmarried women voting than married 
women for the first time ever

• 20% of voters now consider themselves “not 
religious” at all



John 15 - FCA



• “It hurt.  Bad.  There was personal damage, 
family damage, collateral damage, and just 
plain damage.  I wanted God to come in and 
save the day, but He said, “I won’t.  You’re just 
gonna have to fall on this one.”  And so we did.  
I say “we” because in a still small voice, I 
heard God say, “I won’t let go of you.  Just 
hang on.”

“God, save the day”



• “Do not be stiff-necked, as your ancestors 
were; submit to the Lord.”  2 Chronicles 30:8

• “Submit to God and be at peace with Him.”  
Job 22:21

• “In all your ways submit to Him, and He will 
make your paths straight.”  Proverbs 3:6

• “Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you.”  James 4:7

submit



we are waiting

• Waiting on God’s Kingdom...  (keep 
your eyes on the ultimate prize)

• “Your kingdom come, your will 
be done...”

• Submit



• “The ways of the world just aren’t 
working.  Every day the news feels heavy 
and daunting and I wonder when man’s 
kingdom will just collapse.  Truth is, we 
are strangers trying to push our way 
through a kingdom of darkness.  When I 
pause at the hope of a kingdom of God, 
I long for a kingdom of peace and pray 
it comes soon.  That is a kingdom worth 
fighting for.”  



•John 17 - Jesus’ prayer for 
his disciples

• a prayer for being “one”, a prayer for unity 
among men



• I have revealed you to those who you gave 
me out of the world.  They were yours; you 
gave them to me and they have obeyed your 
word.  Now they know that everything you 
have given me comes from you.  For I gave 
them the words you gave me and they 
accepted them... I pray for them, I am not 
praying for the world, but for those you have 
given me; for they are yours... Holy Father, 
protect them by the power of your name - 
the name you gave me - so that they may be 
one as we are one...



•  While I was with them, I protected them 
and kept them safe by that name you gave 
me...  I have given them your word and 
the world has hated them, for they are not 
of the world any more than I am of the 
world.  My prayer is not that you take them 
out of the world but that you protect them 
from the evil one.  They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of it.  Sanctify them 
by the truth; your word is truth...  



• My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray 
also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, that all of them may 
be one.  Father, just as you are in me and I 
am in you.  May they also be in us so that 
the world may believe that you have sent 
me...  May they be bought to complete 
unity to let the world know that you sent 
me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me.



Jonathan & David

• Jonathan could see David’s anointing - not his 
own - to be the future king

• Jonathan trusted God for his own story

• He commissioned David to live out his 
anointed calling

• Gave him his robe, tunic, sword, bow and belt

• Love and loyalty to David.  Unity.

• He fought for David to help him achieve his 
true heritage



Hearing a man’s 
testimony is not a 

small thing, it’s 
holy ground



small groups

• Talk about the need you have for a 
Jonathan in your life.  Talk about 
why it is so hard to build a band of 
brothers -- what are the obstacles?

• Is it just easier to go it alone?  Is 
every man a candidate to be your 
close brother?

• Next week - Chapter 11- Forgive us our 
trespasses and Chapter 12 - Go the distance.


