
Waking the Dead
The glory of God is man 

fully alive



What i hear from you

• “I really want to go deep with God.”
• “I have a hard time having a prayer life.”
• “I am beaten down, worn out.”
• “I have no passion for life, no calling.”
• “My relationship with my wife is just at the 

surface.”
• “Why can’t I get out of this funk?”
• John Eldredge’s email from yesterday



Your Heart

• The heart is central
• “But the seed on good soil stands for those with 

a noble and good heart, who hear the word, 
retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.”  
Luke 8:15

• The heart is the “wellspring of life”
• Why is work so hard for so many of us?  

Because our heart isn’t in our work.
• Why do so many struggle with depression?  

They’ve lost their heart.



Giving our heart away

• “Somewhere along the way, in a moment of 
carelessness or desperation, we gave our heart 
away, and now we can’t get it back.”

• What happens to a teenage girl who gives her 
virginity away?  What does that do to her 
heart?  The culture says and so wants to 
believe “sex is just physical” but is it?

• No - she gives her heart away in that act and 
the consequences are huge.



signs of a lost heart

• “The heart lives in the far more bloody and 
magnificent realities of living, dying, loving 
and hating - that’s why those that choose to 
live from their minds are detached from life.  
Things don’t seem to touch them very much; 
they puzzle at the way others are so affected by 
life, and conclude others are emotional or 
unstable.  They equate heart with emotion and 
put it away for a messy and even dangerous 
guide.”



One Question, “Why?”

• Why would you want to quarantine your 
heart?  Wall it off?  It is a choice.

• Because you (all of us) led with our hearts as 
that is God’s design and we got hurt.

• Hurt by our fathers.  Hurt by a first love.  
Hurt by a betrayal.  Hurt by a loss of dear 
loved one.  (remember, there is a battle)

• And so...we wall off the heart.  Men 
especially.



Awaken the heart



something about...

• there’s something about those mountains
• about a sunset over the pine trees 
• about discovering a creek with water running 

over rocks
• about freshly the planted farms along the 

highways of South Georgia & Alabama
• about long leaf pines, azaleas, dogwood trees 

and fresh cut, lush green zoysia grass
• about a big buck or a red tail hawk



Awaken the heart
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Awaken the heart



this is a part of the 
picture of my heart

• the danger is when we wall off the heart
• we isolate it, protect it - “how you doing 

man?”
• in relationships, I have to open my heart.  

With my wife, she craves my open heart, my 
deepest feelings , fears, hopes, dreams.  True 
intimacy comes from exposing our hearts

• In LiveUP, our call is to fight for your heart, to 
battle for you and with you to restore your 
heart so we can live fully alive



Morgan’s blog

• “We must create the context to experience 
another reality from the one our culture 
offers us.”



work hard on getting 
your heart back

• Do something heroic; save someone’s life.  
Get deeply plugged into a ministry and give 
of yourself.  Spend a weekend in some 
breathtaking spot, doing nothing productive 
at all.  Take up painting.  Have yourself a 
good laugh.  Get some buddies and go to a 
NFL game.  Go to Colorado.  Start paying 
attention to sunsets. Learn how to fly fish.  
Turn the TV off and read.  LIVE and find your 
heart so you can then listen to the LORD.



desire of my heart

• Has your wife ever said, “I don’t want you to 
want my body, I need you to desire me.”

• No one wants to be anyone’s “project”, we 
want to be the desire of their heart.

• Your wife’s core need is to be the desire of 
your heart

• Likewise, we probably have come to believe 
we are God’s “project”, broken, failed, sinning 
but in reality, you are the desire of His heart



Jeremiah 29 -

a great picture of 
restoration & hope



Isaiah 61 page 50

• God has sent me on a mission
• I have some great news for you
• God has sent me to restore and release 

something
• and that something is you
• I am here to give you back your heart and set 

you free
• This is why the glory of God is man fully 

alive; it’s what he said he came to do.



Set free

• “I am here to give you back your heart and set 
you free.”

• I know that was Christ’s purpose
• We see that played out in our role also
• After all, isn’t that what every ministry is about?
• giving people back their hearts (& hope) and 

setting them free?



Opposed

• “it is simply diabolical, despicable, downright 
evil that the heart should be so misunderstood, 
maligned, feared, and dismissed.  This is the last 
thing the Enemy wants you to know.  His plan 
from the beginning was to assault the heart.

• Make them so busy, they ignore the heart.  
Wound them so deeply, they don’t want a heart.  
Twist their theology, so they despise the heart.  
Take away their courage.  Destroy their creativity.  
Make intimacy with God impossible for them.”



small groups

• Next week - Chapter 4

• Take this to your group...

• One thing and one thing only, one question...
• Open up your heart


