
O sovereign God, O matchless King

The saints adore, the angels sing

And fall before the throne of  grace

To you belongs the highest praise

These sufferings, this passing tide

Under your wings I will abide

And every enemy shall flee

You are my hope and victory!

Praise the Father, Praise the Son

Praise the Spirit, Three in One!

Clothed in power and in grace

The Name above all other names!

To the valley, for my soul

Thy great descent has made me whole

Your word my heart has welcomed home

Now peace like water ever flows

So Praise the Father, Praise the Son

Praise the Spirit, Three in One! 

Clothed in power and in grace

The Name above all other names!

So Praise the Father, Praise the Son

Praise the Spirit, Three in One!

Clothed in power and in grace

The Name above all other names!

Yours is the Kingdom

Yours is the power

Yours is the Glory    Forever!

Yours is the Kingdom

Yours is the power

Yours is the Glory    Forever!

Praise the Father, Praise the Son

Praise the Spirit, Three in One!

Clothed in power and in grace

The Name above all other names!

The Name above all other names!



Waking the Dead
The glory of God is man 

fully alive



A Restored Heart

• No hope, no future, no believers, alone...
• Redeemed & Transformed
• revolutionizes manufacturing, turns a town 

around, employed hundreds
• spends his fortune restoring hospitals, 

orphanages and schools
• becomes mayor, turns down knighthood
• spends the rest of his life taking care of an 

orphaned girl



Agreements

• we all make agreements with our hearts
• they show up in our marriage, “She’ll never 

change” or “our sex life will always be bad”
• they show up in our work, “I’ll never be a 

success”
• in our finances, “I’ve blown it there is no way 

I’m getting out of this mess”
• Satan hopes to secure such agreements with 

our hearts. 



Agreements

• We are giving up vital territory to the enemy
• We settle for what we’ve got
• We wall off so we won’t be hurt again
• “Once we guy into the lie and make the 

agreement, we come under the spell and come 
under the influence of that interpretation of 
events.”    John Eldredge - Love & War

• then life pretty much plays itself out and 
becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy



Get that territory back

• These agreements damage our hearts and 
shape our lives

• We give up this territory and for most, it 
feels like that territory is forever gone - sort 
of once you lose your virginity, you can never 
get it back

• The enemy thrives in this thinking
• but we serve a Mighty God - this territory 

and your heart are NOT lost forever



wicked heart

• We know the heart of mankind is decidedly 
wicked.  Of that, there can be no question.

• We know we have that inside us.  It’s in us in 
our nature as fallen men.

• “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, 
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false 
testimony, slander.”  Matt 15:19

• we don’t just need an upgrade - we need a 
transformation.  we need a miracle.



The offer of a 
Transformed heart

• That which was dark and ugly is now glorious 
and good.

• “You must be born again” - you must be 
transformed.  Are you?  Are you being 
transformed?

• OR is your name written down in Heaven, 
you’re forgiven, you’ve sort of changed how 
you act, your temper is somewhat under 
control and you’re gonna keep screwing up...

• but transformed?  really? where is that in me?



Or not...

• Maybe a better way of saying it is , “I’m 
forgiven and on my way”?

• That’s partly true and partly untrue and it’s 
the untrue part that’s killing us.

• We’ve been told that even though we’ve 
placed our hope in Christ, even though 
we’ve become His followers, our hearts are 
still desperately wicked.

• for many Christians, that’s how they live



how this plays itself out

• Saved by Christ.  Sins forgiven.  Washed clean.
• It’s a beautiful thing.  For a while.
• We find that joy to be fleeting because we 

need to be forgiven again and again.  Why?      
We’ve remained stuck at the cross.

• Our continual sin produces guilt - “after all 
Christ has done for you, you’re needing to ask for 
forgiveness again?”



There is more...

• “In Christ you were also circumcised in the 
putting off of the sinful nature, not with a 
circumcision done by the hands of men but with 
the circumcision done by Christ.”  Col 2:11

• Christ did something for us on the Cross but 
also something profound happened to us.

• Remember God promised in the new 
covenant to “take away your heart of stone.”

• How?  It was nailed to the cross.



not just the cross

• Most assume the cross is the total work of 
Christ.  We celebrate the cross.

• but there is so much more - the resurrection.
• He rose!  RESTORATION

• “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit 
in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone 
and give you a heart of flesh.”  Ezek 36:26



Christ

• He came to Save
• He came to bring Freedom
• He came to Restore

• He has the power to restore you.  He 
has the power to reclaim lost territory



it is hard to believe

• this is hard to grasp, I know.  It just is.
• But if we can believe it, trust it, we could do 

anything.  We would follow Him anywhere.

• “Each tree is recognized by its own fruit.  You do 
not pick figs from thorn bushes.  The good man, 
brings good things out of the good stored up in 
his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out 
of the evil stored up in his heart.”  Luke 6:44-45



Your Heart
is good



Marriage Retreat

• Men boldly and bravely going after their 
wives, fighting for them

• A man 12 years free of any pornography
• One man on the verge of 12 months of the 

same freedom
• men deeply wanting to be a better fathers
• men wanting to learn how to better 

communicate with their wives
• good hearts...really good hearts



Restore & Soar



small groups

• Next week - Chapter 5

• Take this to your group...

• Have you seen a change in your heart?  
• Are those former “desires” fading or gone 

completely?
• Do you dream of even more?  An even bigger 

heart?


