
The Glory 
hidden in your 

heart

The glory of God is man 
fully alive



When the story of your life is spoken of and 
recounted around the campfires of the Kingdom,

what will they say?  



Step into your glory

• The thought of being called out is unnerving
• it seems easier to remain in the shadows 

with everyone else
• it is hard to imagine there is a glory to my 

life, let alone one the Enemy fears
• not only does Christ tell you that your heart 

is good - He now invites you out of the 
shadows to reveal your glory

• You have a role you never dreamed of having



How?

• We were created to reflect God’s glory and 
were born to bear His image

• He ransomed YOU to reflect that glory -         
a glory that is being restored.

• How do I bring God glory when I am sulking 
around in defeat, weighed down by shame 
and guilt, hiding our light?  (sarah markley)

• Your destiny is to come fully alive - to live 
with ever-increasing glory.



How?

• See, I think there is this glory in us when we 
reflect our true self

• Glory isn’t necessarily worldly “success”
• Glory is real.  Transparent.  Honest.  Broken.  

Radically seeking God.
• Glory is a man dropping the facade, dropping 

the posing
• Glory is acknowledging we are being restored 

- not that we have it all perfectly put together



The flesh vs.               
the new heart

• The flesh is there in all of us - it is the old 
nature, the sin nature

• But it was crucified with Christ
• God removed it from our hearts when He 

circumcised them by His Spirit
• So yes, we still battle with sin.  Yes, we have 

to crucify our flesh daily
• We have to choose to live from the new heart 

and not by our old sin ways  (it doesn’t go 
down without a fight)



You

• You are His offspring.  His Child.  His 
reflection.  His likeness.

• You bear His image.
• The earth, stars, animals, sunrises were 

created and God said “it is good”
• Man was created and God said, “it is very 

good”



Truth

• “God endowed you with a glory when He created 
you, a glory so deep and mythic that all creation 
pales in comparison.  A glory unique to you, just 
as your fingerprints are unique.  Somewhere deep 
down inside we’ve been looking for that glory 
ever since.  A man wants to know he is truly a 
man, that he could be brave; he longs to know 
that he is a warrior; and all his life he wonders 
“do I have what it takes?”  A woman wants to 
know she is truly a woman, that is beautiful; she 
longs to know she is captivating.”



Colorado in 2006

• Why am I here?  Chase freedom not comfort.
• The poser is just in the way.  Face it, be honest 

about it, set it aside.  
• Beneath the poser is my heart.
• We all hide behind a brilliantly and carefully 

constructed fig leaf - to protect us from being 
exposed and to get us some affirmation.

• Get out from behind that and find what 
makes you come alive.



Me in 2006
• I was posing.  Bound up.
• On a bunch of boards but getting the life 

sucked out of me - always asking people for 
money, feeling obligated to take on yet 
another community role.

• In a dead church.
• Working for a company that had lost its way 

and didn’t care about the people.
• Drifting spiritually.
• Marriage good but I blame-shifted a lot.



Colorado in 2006

• “Find what brings you alive and go do it.”
• I’m alive when I’m writing.  When I’m in the 

woods, clearing and designing.  I’m alive in 
rustic, in timbers, rocks and nature.

• I’ve tucked this away and put on a suit and 
tried to be my Dad.

• I’m most alive when I chunk traditions and 
most importantly, expectations and drop the 
crap of what Columbus expects of me.



Hearing God

• No convention, no expectations
• the world wants me to comply, play the game

• “My call is to reach men, expose the lie, ignite 
the passion in a noble quest to suit up and do 
battle”



Hearing God
• I had to deal with some wounds, my father 

wound, my failures...
• “STOP agreeing with it - NO I am not a failure, 

NO it isn’t true.  Forgive him.  Release it.”
• “I am pleased with you.  You’re a Stallion.  Wild, 

strong, free.  Be bold.  Don’t be ashamed.  Walk 
with me.  Know me.  I am here.  I am yours.  You 
are anointed.  You are special.  I have great 
plans for you.  Trust me.  Lean on me.  Build it 
around me.  Others will follow.  You are blessed.  
you are mine.  You are lion hearted.”



Since then, LIFE...
• Came to Christ Community.
• Resigned from every community board I 

served on.
• Left a soul-draining company and started my 

own business.
• Took up deer hunting and put 3 on the wall.
• Started to write and blog.
• FCA, Carver, LiveUP men’s ministry
• This is only a baby step.  So much more...



Glory
• “You have a role you never dreamed of having”
• Really?  Could it really be that there is a 

hidden greatness in me?
• Wouldn’t you love to repossess your soul?    

To live with an unmasked, unveiled glory that 
reflects the glory of the Lord?

• That’s worth fighting for!
• “I desperately want to be who I am.  I don’t want 

the glory that I marvel at in others anymore.  I want 
to be that glory which God set in me.”



small groups

• Next week - Chapter 6

• Take this to your group...

• Where are you posing?
• What is it that brings you fully alive?
• Dream big.  God does.  What are you afraid of?


