
Uprising
a revolution of the soul



Courage

• To live the life God created you to live requires 
courage.  

• Courage happens in the context of Integrity
• Integrity = an “integrated life”  where you 

make decisions based on your character not the 
circumstances.  (the other woman)

• Integrity is born out of humility

• humble comes from humus = “dirt” (page 47)



Humility

• Humility is not generally one of the world’s 
most admired qualities.

• After all, confident people succeed.
• Proud, confident and arrogant always seems to 

have the victories over the humble.
• We all fear being picked last.
• That’s the way the world rolls, but have you 

ever wanted to be chosen by God?



Chosen

• the person that God used to make a big 
difference?

• Humility is the defining characteristic God 
looks for in choosing people to advance His 
cause

• “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit 
rather, in humility, value others above yourself not 
looking to your own interests but the interests of 
others.”  Phil 2:1



Servant

• The servant’s ultimate act of humility is when 
they make their life a sacrifice for others.

• Humility then becomes our highest virtue.
• Jesus changed the picture of what leadership 

looks like.
• He also changed our view of God.
• He left his divinity to become human, his 

majesty to become a servant.
• page 56



Exalted - or - Love

• God the exalted who needs to be adored and 
glorified -- that the driving narrative of all 
creation is to glorify Him.

• If that’s it then He did a lousy job based on 
how man glorifies Him!

• But... if the driving narrative is Love then it all 
makes perfect sense.



God of humility

• God is a god of power and fury and wisdom 
and knowledge

• But Jesus reveals that God is more than that, 
He is the purest form of humility

• Becoming a servant wasn’t new to God.         
He is the god of humility and His path is 
servanthood.

• “I am gentle and humble of heart”  Matt 11:29



the Heart of God

• this is the heart of God...
• “I am gentle and humble of heart”  Matt 11:29
• Which is why God is worthy of all our praise 

and adoration and worship because God is a 
servant.

• how does that strike you?



God is a servant?

• It is strange and demeaning to say God is a 
servant. 

• It recoils us because it is the aspect of God we 
as humans desire least.

• We genuinely do not see servanthood as an 
elevated status.

• We see this a being “beneath” God because...
• We hope against hope it is beneath us.



It makes perfect sense

• He is the god of humility.  We see it 
materialized in the life of Jesus.  The sacrifice.

• Then it makes sense if you ask the question, 
“Who does God choose?”  What kind of person 
does He trust...

• The person with the humble heart.

• It is clear who God opposes ... “God opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the humble.”  James 4:6



The Proud

• The first thing God says to Pharaoh via Moses, 
“How long will you refuse to humble yourself before 
me?”

• God will restore broken people, failed people.
• He will not oppose you or put you aside or 

reject you
• But God will shelve you if you are too proud
• He doesn’t reject the sinful but rejects the 

arrogant.



Jesus J-curve

• It is extraordinary that God is not asking us to 
do something that He hasn’t already done.

• He emptied Himself to nothing.
• So for how long do I have to empty myself?
• To get the most honor, we are to choose the 

place of least honor
• We are willing to be servants if in the end it 

means we wind up in the place of honor



Jesus thinks greatness is servanthood - that this is the 
final destination that when you choose to be last, you are 
first.  God is humble.  You were created in His image and 

likeness and our souls thrive in humility.

we’re ok as long as 
we end up here



Group question

• How does this servanthood show up in your 
day to day life?

• In your marriage?  In your intimacy with her?  
How does it show up in your work?

• Why is it such a struggle?  

• NEXT WEEK - re-read chapter 3 = we’re 
going to give this topic two weeks.  If this 
spoke to you, bring a friend next week!


