
Uprising
a revolution of the soul

Generosity



Starts with Gratitude

• Gratitude is the soul context from where 
wholeness comes.

• The salve your soul needs is gratitude.
• As we move from gratitude towards wholeness, 

what is unleashed is generosity.
• But to be truly free, truly alive, you’re going to 

have to deal with the issue of greed.



generous people

• are happier people
• they make the world a better place
• vs. the greedy who take and take and take and 

cannot be satisfied.  They wind up bitter and 
miserable.

• instinctively...we know this.
• however, we all struggle with greed.



Ephesians 4:28

• “Anyone who has been stealing must steal no 
longer, but must work, doing something useful 
with their own hands, that they may have 
something to share with those in need.”

• Chose something that will make the world 
better.  Isn’t that a great thought to begin each 
day?  “Today I will make the world better...”

• Stop taking.  Start giving.
• Try that in your marriage.



This quest for nobility

• The goal, the end game is that we’d learn to be 
generous people, that we’d learn to become 
instruments of good...

• ...and that God would unleash such generosity 
out of us that the world would never be the 
same again.

• break free of greed and move into generosity



Luke 19 Zacchaeus

• Corrupt and greedy, Zacchaeus goes to meet 
Jesus.

• Jesus decides to go to Zacchaeus’ house
• The immediate reaction to meeting Jesus was an 

irruption of generosity - giving half his money 
to the poor and offering to repay 4x anyone he’s 
done wrong.

• He just understood.  The hold of greed was 
broken in his life and generosity was unleashed



Break free

• You’ll never be the person you were meant to be 
unless you are generous.

• You’ll never be truly happy or fulfilled.
• You’ll be disappointed as long as you are owned 

by things and don’t learn to have mastery over 
wanting.

• The question is not “how much do you make” 
but rather, “how much are you giving away?”
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• Give your shoes away and go home barefooted



Group question

• Describe your heart - are you a “taker” this 
Christmas season?  Looking for a better job, 
more money, more love, nicer stuff, respect ?  

• What would it look like to radically turn that 
upside down and shift your mindset to having 
a heart of giving instead ?

• Next week, read chapter 9  - “The weight of 
small things”.


