
Uprising
a revolution of the soul

Perseverance



Enlightenment

• We’re trying to break free from stupidity.  The 
first time it’s a mistake, the next time it’s a choice

• The end game of this quest is wisdom
• The future is uncertain, out of our control but...
• The choices you make today do have a role in 

your future.  
• Make wise choices today = create a better future.



James 1:1

• “Consider it joy when you face trials...”

• It’s a reality of life, we’re going to face trials.
• Following Christ costs you everything vs. the 

typical “Trust Jesus and all your dreams will come 
true.” alter call

• The power of perseverance - our trials send us 
through the fires that make us the kind of 
people who can walk through fires.



Reluctant

• We want God to use us in great ways but we 
don’t want God to prepare us for greatness.

• To prepare us for greatness, we’re going to be 
tested ... and ... hard.

• A 20 year old cannot possibly achieve the 
Biblical level of greatness we’re talking about 
like a 50, 60, 70, 80 year old can

• And so while we don’t want it, the testing of our 
faith develops perseverance.  We must go thru it



Because...

• When you are called, it will be being called to a 
heroic quest.  You’ll be called  to live your most 
noble and courageous life, called to live a life of 
sacrifice.

• He can’t do great things in us overnight.  We’re 
a product of a lifetime.

• The things most extraordinary about you are yet 
to come - you’ll move from youthful passion to 
reckless abandonment because as you age, who 
cares?  You grow into your own skin.



Called to a path

• We’re called to live a life remembered with 
honor, to leave a mark.

• Perseverance is crucial. 
• It isn’t how you start but how you finish.  
• Without perseverance, you’ll crash late in life 

right at the critical time when your influence is 
peaking.  Think of how many men have done 
this...fallen and crushed so many people around 
them.



Last chapter

• The end is what matters - how you finish
• The last chapter in the book explains it all.
• Live life long and strong.  Finish strong.
• It is better to have your stupid chapter behind 

you.  It’s better to be past the train wreck.
• You don’t want the stupid or the train wreck to 

come at the end.  We all make mistakes.  Let’s 
put stupid behind us, grow up and move on.



Patience & Endurance

• Perseverance - the same Greek word is 
translated patience and endurance.

• Holding out for the good.  Holding on to the the 
good.

• Some of us are impatient and want it now (being 
single and forcing marriage) so you take anyone 
and don’t hold out for the good.  Premarital sex

• Every time you choose to not hold out for the 
good, you allow a break in your soul  (sex)



Resilience

• God is trying to build resilience in you that lives 
above the damage we have done to ourselves.

• Be the kind of man that wears Satan down.
• No matter the pressure that mounts, you rise 

above.  Never, never, never, never give up.
• A man forged in the fire of God is a man where 

there isn’t enough power in the world to stop 
him from living the life he was created to live.



Stand

• God intends to make us stronger from the core.
• So that no matter what trials may come, you 

may stumble but you will not fall.
• You may fall but you will get back up.
• If they kill you, God will raise you from the 

dead.
• You were designed to live a life of 

perseverance.



Challenge

• Get up every day and go -- no matter the cost

• Perseverance challenge...

• 1) complete a three day fast - complete it.
• 2) commit to 30 days of exercise - not 30 days in 

a row but 30 days as quickly as you can
• 3) finish what you started.  I don’t know what it 

is but you do.  Finish it.  Honor your 
commitment.



Group questions

• Can you persevere or is this a struggle for 
you?

• Where are you the most weakest?  What flank 
is undefended?


