
Wide 
Awake

E X P E C T



Risk - more than others think is safe

Care - more than others think is wise

Dream - more than others think is practical

Expect - more than others think is possible



So... what do you expect?

“Day to day, I keep thinking something good is 
about to happen.”   Coach Pete Carroll

A big part of the makeup of people who live 
bigger lives and begin to actually see their 
dreams coming into reality is that they live with 
a posture of expectation.

How about you?



If you struggle with this, it’s probably because...

Not everything you expect/hope to happen will.  
So there will be setbacks and disappointments.

The danger with expecting too much is it can 
leave you wounded and terrified to ever dream 
or expect or hope again.

But this much is true - if you expect for nothing 
to happen, nothing will.

there is something powerful about expecting.



The Believer - he who lives in a posture of 
expectation - crosses the line from cynicism 
to optimism, from doubt to faith.

What is it that you must do?  That thing you 
“expect” to happen?

That thing that gets you up in the morning to 
awaken and live?



Some of us are paralyzed by failure while some, 
no matter how many times they fail, they get up 
and try and try and try again.

Those who are overcome by failure - rather than 
overcoming failure - they see failure as ...          
1) personal   2) pervasive   3) permanent

Most of your life you’ve heard “you’re not 
capable”, “you’re good for nothing”, “lazy”, etc. 
and so when you do step out and try something 
new, that voice tells you, “You know you’re a 
failure right?”



There is a HUGE difference between failing (we 
all fail) and being a “failure”.  A “failure” has 
personalized it, they’ve taken it on and made 
agreement with it.

We need to take that and say, “Yep, I failed.  
I’ve failed lots of times but it is NOT who I am”.

Pervasive - failure in one area convinces us we 
failures in everything.

Permanent - if we embrace it and own it as who 
we are, it can be a killer.           (Listen)



Hebrews 10:35
“So do not throw away your confidence, it will be 
richly rewarded.  You need to persevere so that 
when you have done the will of God, you will 
receive what he has promised.  For in a little while, 
he who is coming and will not delay but my 
righteous one will live by faith.  And if he shrinks 
back, I will not be pleased with him.  But we are 
not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, 
but of those who believe and are saved.”

Maybe you did in the past but you are NOT of 
those who shrink back anymore!              



What faith is supposed to be

“Your faith, your religion or spirituality, is not 
supposed to serve as a way to get God off your 
back.  It’s not supposed to be a way to leverage 
your bets so that maybe you can get to heaven 
when you die.  It’s not supposed to be just about 
some way to relieve your guilt or shame.  Dreaming 
with your eyes wide open is about living life to the 
fullest and enjoying God and having him enjoy you.  
It’s about getting God into your soul, your heart, 
and your head and letting him show you the dreams 
and plans he has for your life...”     (page 116)



What faith is supposed to be

“... When an infinite God comes to dwell in a finite 
being, dangerously beautiful things begin to 
happen.  It is here where you become indomitable.  
The fire within you becomes an eternal flame that 
cannot be put out.”

Is that you?  Do you expect?  Do you “get” that 
God created you to create?  Imagined you to 
imagine?  Dreamed you so that you can dream?

Are you WIDE AWAKE?



Risk - more than others think is safe

Care - more than others think is wise

Dream - more than others think is practical

Expect - more than others think is possible



Next week

Chapter 5 - FOCUS

Can you live a life of expectation?

What is your big expectation - that thing 
that just gets you up every morning?


