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Where am I
giving the enemy 

an opening?



“Those who live according 
to their flesh set their minds

on the things of the flesh, 
but those who live 

according to the Spirit, (set 
their minds) to the things of 

the Spirit.”  
Romans 8:5



If you love the gifts and not the Giver, 
your heart will never be satisfied.  But 
if you love the Giver, your heart will 

be content and you will be able to 
enjoy His gifts while keeping them in 

their proper place.

A desire for even a good thing 
becomes a bad thing when a desire 

becomes a ruling thing.



Maybe there is a point where 
you stop picking sin and it 

just picks you.  It becomes a 
self-replicating pattern that 

you no longer own but it 
owns you.  

The pattern has become you.



Without a controlled 
burn, a forest is a 

disaster just waiting to 
happen.



You manage timber.  Burn out the 
undergrowth.  Burn up the sweet 
gums.  It’s healthy for the pines.  

In the same way, I can “manage” 
my life by surrendering these 

things lurking in the undergrowth 
that choke off life.





“Leaders that are too 
sophisticated to reckon with 

the biblical realities of 
spiritual warfare will be eaten 
alive.  No leader gets away with 

secret sin and duplicity.  It’s 
always a matter of time.” 



“Son, it is time.”  

There are some things in 
my life that just have to 

let go of so I can 
experience ALL God has 

for me.  



Looking at other women

My reputation / my pose

Toys/stuff/possessions/money

My sex drive

Alcohol / porn / pain meds

Hobbies that take from family

What I watch in entertainment



I can deny them.  I can downplay 
my dependence on them.  I can 

justify them.  I can believe I have 
it under control. 

Or ... I can give them up now 
while they are a small problem 

before a bolt of lightening 
erupts them into a disaster.



‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “On the day 
that I cleanse you from all your sins I 

will also cause the cities to be 
inhabited, and the ruins will be 

rebuilt.  The desolate land will be 
cultivated instead of being a 

desolation in the sight of everyone 
who passes by.  



Then they will say, ‘This desolate land 
has become like the garden of Eden; 
and the waste, desolate, and ruined 

cities are fortified and 
inhabited.’  Then the nations that are 

left around you will know that I the 
LORD have rebuilt the ruined places 

and planted that which was desolate. I 
the LORD have spoken, and will do it.”  

Ezekiel 36:33-36



“But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a 
woman lustfully has 
already committed 

adultery with her in his 
heart.”  Matthew 5:28





“Those who live according 
to their flesh set their 

minds on the things of the 
flesh, but those who live 

according to the Spirit, (set 
their minds) to the things of 

the Spirit.”  
Romans 8:5


