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A beautiful word.  A beautiful thing





There is often a separation 
between, on the one hand, the 

doctrines we say we have 
embraced and, on the other 

hand, the choices we make and 
the anxieties we feel



We say we are hardwired for 
forever.  But we often live with 
the compulsion, anxiety, and 

drivenness of eternity 
amnesiacs.  (we’ve forgotten eternity!)



We get so focused on the 
opportunities, responsibilities, 
needs, and desires of the here 

and now that we lose sight of 
what is to come.



If you forget eternity = 



If you forget eternity = 

You’ll lose sight of what 

is important.



If you lose sight of what 

is important =



If you lose sight of what 

is important = 

You’ll live for what is temporary 
and you’ll look for satisfaction 

where it cannot be found.



If you live for what is 
temporary and look for 

satisfaction where it can’t be 
found =



If you live for what is temporary 
and look for satisfaction where it 

can’t be found =

It will leave you spiritually empty 
and potentially hopeless



Let’s invert it



Are you feeling spiritually empty 
and potentially hopeless ?



Are you feeling spiritually empty 
and potentially hopeless ?

You’re living for what is 
temporary and looking for 

satisfaction where it can’t be 
found 



Are you living for what is 
temporary and looking for 

satisfaction where it cannot be 
found ?



Are you living for what is temporary 
and looking for satisfaction where 

it cannot be found ?

You’ve lost sight of what 

is important



Have you lost sight of what 

is important ?



Have you lost sight of what 

is important ?

You’ve forgotten 

about eternity … 

The “more” that is to come



There has to be more to God’s plan than 
this world of sin, sickness, sorrow and 

death.  There has to more than the 
temporary pleasures of this physical 
world.  Yes there is more. When you 

live like there is more to come, you live 
in a radically different way.



John Piper



Scripture…

Dig your way through it.  
“The hidden treasure of the Gospel”



I am worn out.

Exhausted.  Depleted.

Beaten to a pulp.

Can’t catch a breath.

Can’t catch a break.



Hope fades.

Encouragement wanes.

Your bucket leaks.



“Now we have this treasure in clay 
jars, so that this extraordinary 

power may be from God and not 
from us.   We are pressured in 
every way but not crushed… 



… we are perplexed but not in 
despair; we are persecuted but not

abandoned; we are struck down 
but not destroyed …



Therefore we do not give up; even 
though our outer person is being 

destroyed, our inner person is 
being renewed day by day.  For our 

light, momentary affliction …



Our light, momentary affliction … is 
producing for us an absolutely 

incomparable eternal weight of 
glory.”

2 Corinthians 4:7-16
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