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I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned 
to me and heard my cry.  He lifted me out 
of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire 
(dirt) ; He set my feet on a rock and gave 
me a firm place to stand.  He put a new 

song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our 
God.  Many will see and fear the LORD 

and put their trust in Him.    Psalm 40
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A beautiful word.  A beautiful thing

Camp out in God’s Word – not the world.  Literally 
pitch your tent in God’s Word.  Camp. Build a fire.  

Pitch your tent near the fire.  Don’t wander off.
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There is danger in the woods (world).  You 
can leave the camp – move from the fire 
and you can survive.  Wandering down a 
dark path.  Danger lurks.  Its dark and 

cold.  You turn back to the fire.  What do 
you do when you find you way back to that 

fire – to the warmth and the safety?  You 
worship!  Eugene Peterson A Long Obedience

Why do we wind 
up in the 

Dirt?

“If you want to travel north and all the 
roads are cut to the east, of course I 

shall complain of the roads.  I shall find 
nothing but obstacles; I shall have to 
surmount walls, and cross rivers, and 

go round about, and all fail of my end.”

Such is the conduct of those who are 
trying to achieve some meaning in 
their lives, pursuing their right to 
happiness, but refusing to take the 
well-traveled roads that lead there.
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They are trying to get to Mount Zion but ignore 
all the signposts and compass readings and 

stubbornly avoid the trails as they bushwhack 
their way through wilderness.  “Do you not see 

that they necessarily must meet with 
thwartings, crossings, disappointments, and 
failure?” They go mile after mile, watching 

for their destination but never sighting it. 

“And then they accuse religion of 
interfering with what they consider their 

innocent pleasures and wishes.”  
But religion is an inconvenience only to 

those who are traveling against the 
grain of creation, at cross-purposes 

with the way that leads to redemption.
John Henry Newman 

John Piper

2 Corinthians 4

Therefore, since through God’s 

mercy we have this ministry, we 
do not lose heart.

Dig underneath the “therefore” to see why.
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But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that 
this all-surpassing power is from God and not from 

us.  We are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, 
but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.  

We always carry around in our body the death of 
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in 

our body.  For we who are alive are always being 
given over to death for Jesus’ sake.  4:7-12

It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.”  
Since we have that same spirit of faith, we also 
believe and therefore speak, because we know
that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the 
dead will also raise us with Jesus.  All this is for 
your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching 

more and more people may cause thanksgiving to 
overflow to the glory of God.  4:13-15

Therefore we do not lose heart.  Though 
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we 
are being renewed day by day.  For our light and 

momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal weight of glory that far outweighs them 

all.  So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, 

but what is unseen is eternal.  4:16-18

5 mighty stones I can stand on all built on 
“therefore, I don’t lose heart”…

Verse 7: We have the treasure of Christ and his gospel in 
weak bodies so that all the glory goes to God.

Therefore, we do not lose heart.

Verses 8–9: “We are afflicted, but not crushed; perplexed, 
but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 

down, but not destroyed.”

Therefore, we do not lose heart.
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Verse 10:  When we carry about in our body the dying of Jesus, the 
life of Jesus is manifested in our body.

Therefore, we do not lose heart.

Verse 14:  “God will raise us from the dead with Jesus and bring us 
with you into his presence.”

Therefore, we do not lose heart.

Verse 15:  “Through our suffering grace extends to more and more 
people and increases thanksgiving, to the glory of God.”

Therefore, we do not lose heart.

I am worn out.

Exhausted.  Depleted.

Beaten to a pulp.

Can’t catch a breath.

Can’t catch a break.

Hope fades.

Encouragement wanes.

Your bucket leaks.

You bet it does.

“Now we have this treasure in clay 
jars, so that this extraordinary 

power may be from God and not 
from us.   We are pressured in 
every way but not crushed… 
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… we are perplexed but not in 
despair; we are persecuted but not

abandoned; we are struck down 
but not destroyed …

Therefore we do not give up; even 
though our outer person is being 

destroyed, our inner person is 
being renewed day by day.  For our 

light, momentary affliction …

Our light, momentary affliction … is 
producing for us an absolutely 

incomparable eternal weight of 
glory.”

2 Corinthians 4:7-16
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