
What is the source of the wars and fights 
among you?  Don’t they come from the 

cravings that are at war within you?  You 
desire and do not have.  You murder and 

covet and cannot obtain.  You fight and war.  
You do not receive because you do not ask.  

You ask and you don’t receive because



You ask wrongly, so that you may spend it on 
your desires for pleasure.  Adulteresses!  Do 
you not know that friendship with the world 

is hostility toward God?  

So whoever wants to be the world’s friend 
becomes God’s enemy.

James 4:1-4



WHICH 
KINGDOM 

WILL I SERVE ?

www.manliveup.com



Just where did we get the notion that life 
was going to go smoothly for us?  Life is 

messy.  Bad stuff happens.  Every now and 
then, we get knocked off our high horse of 
self-reliance, face first down into the dirt.  

Bloodied and bruised, Jesus will come 
and pick us up for His purpose in this.



A beautiful word.  A beautiful thing



Cancer.

Loss of a child, of a marriage.

Affairs.

Addictions.

Business failures.

Wayward children.



I cannot find comfort in God “causing” 
cancer or causing a pregnancy.  What I 

can find great comfort in is that when the 
fallen world and the enemy lashes out at 
me and takes his best shot, I can totally

trust that God can take that mess and 
through Him a transformation can come.



“I waited patiently for the LORD; He turned to 
me and heard my cry.  He lifted me out of the 
pit, out of the mud and mire; He set my feet 

upon a rock and gave me a firm place to stand.  
He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of 

praise to our God.  Many will see and fear the 
LORD and put their trust in Him.” Psalm 40:1-3



Dust (dirt) is the exact
ingredient God loves 

to use.
A beautiful word.  A beautiful thing





Olive trees, to produce fruit, 
they must have both the harsh 

winds of the east and the 
refreshing winds of the west.  

They need hard times and good 
times to produce fruit.



Like an olive off the tree, we 
must be salted and soaked in 
water if we are to be rid of our 
hardness and bitterness – we 

must be salted in the Truth and 
soaked in the Living Water.



What is most 
valuable in an olive 

is when it is 
pressed beyond 

recognition, 
crushed to 

destruction and yet, 
the oil is where the 
value comes from.  
It can be turned to 

light.



John Piper

2 Corinthians 4
Dig your way through it.  

“The hidden treasure of the Gospel”



I am worn out.

Exhausted.  Depleted.

Beaten to a pulp.

Can’t catch a breath.

Can’t catch a break.  Hope fades.

Encouragement wanes.

Your bucket leaks.



I am worn out.

Exhausted.  Depleted.

Beaten to a pulp.

Can’t catch a breath.

Can’t catch a break.  Hope fades.

Encouragement wanes.

Your bucket leaks.

Yep.  
All 

that!



“Now we have this treasure in clay 
jars, so that this extraordinary 

power may be from God and not 
from us.   We are pressured in 
every way but not crushed… 



… we are perplexed but not in 
despair; we are persecuted but not

abandoned; we are struck down 
but not destroyed …



Therefore we do not give up; even 
though our outer person is being 

destroyed, our inner person is 
being renewed day by day.  For our 

light, momentary affliction …



Our light, momentary affliction … is 
producing for us an absolutely 

incomparable eternal weight of 
glory.”

2 Corinthians 4:7-16
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Two verses to 
remember every 

day



Each day has enough 
trouble of its own.  

Matthew 6:34

His mercies never end.  
They are new every morning.  

Lamentations 3:23



There is a learning that only comes by 
trial by fire and experiences.  Don’t waste 
your pain. Learn holy and sacred lessons 

through the miles you log.  There is no 
short-cut in the initiation of the soul.  We 

need a humility to say that in me, there is 
a way that feels right but that in the end, 

leads to death. Morgan Snyder



Grog



A broken shard of pottery can lie on the 
ground and be nothing more than a constant 
reminder of brokenness.  Or, when placed in 
the Master’s hands, the Master Potter can be 

entrusted to take those shards of pottery, 
shatter them just right, and then use it in the 

remolding of me to make me stronger and 
even more beautiful.



Take this Lord and shatter it just right, so I 
can be made stronger, more beautiful, 

and able to withstand fires as never 
before.  I believe that You see things I 

cannot see.  And You have eventual good 
in mind.



I RAISE A HALLELUJAH





“You must ruthlessly 
eliminate hurry from 

your life.” 
Dallas Willard



Matthew 13

The parable of the sower



The seed is a constant
It’s not a story about good and bad 

seeds.  The seed will take root if 
given half a chance.  The seed is a 
little picture of God’s desire and 

action to redeem souls.



The sower is a constant
It’s not a story about good and bad 
sowers.  The first thing we notice 
about him is how generous he is 

with the seed.  He scatters it 
everywhere.



It is the soil that gets interesting

The soil is the variable.  And “soil” 
we might replace it with the word 

soul.  The closed soul is death.  The 
receptive soul is life.



High horse > DIRT >
Dust  > Grog

Make the connection…

“Knocked into the DIRT” = SOIL

It is the good soil God is after



It takes 
a death

We want to 
become good 

soil

 Storms will come
 Death of self
 A Burning

 Not my kingdom
 HIS kingdom
 Eternity focus
 FERTILIZER !!



We 
want to 
become 

good 
soil

It’s going to 
take a death



The hardened soul/soil



The hardened soulThe shallow soul/soil



The hardened soulThe shallow soul

The

Cluttered

Soul



The hardened soulThe shallow soul

You, and nobody else, are responsible 
for the well-being of your soul/soil.

Still other seed fell upon good soil, where 
it produced a crop – a hundred, sixty or 

thirty times what was sown.



Soul care > Serenity prayer...
God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot 
change, the courage to change the things I can, and the 

wisdom to know the difference.  Living one day at a time, 
enjoying one moment at a time; accepting hardship as a 

pathway to peace; taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world as it 
is, not as I would have it; trusting that You will make all 
things right if I surrender to Your will; so that I may be 

reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with You 
forever in the next.  Amen.



The hardened soulThe shallow soul



You and you alone are responsible for the condition of your soul



Spirit of our age is drivenness, 
hurriedness.

When we are busy, the Father is silent.

Hurry is the great enemy of the 
spiritual life in our day.

There are no short cuts.



“How long 
have you 

been running 
from God?”

What is 
beneath your 

surface?



You can keep faking it, continue to pose and 
life will sort of work for you.  OR ... you can 

allow God to work through these disruptions 
that come to dig below your mask to find the 

true man underneath.  
Aren’t you tired of the posing?

Don’t you want the “more”, the real, the 
authentic?



3 final things



1) Don’t do this 
summer alone



Burnout is often a product of 
isolation.  If you’re not in 

community, you don’t hear the 
truth.



Burnout is often a product of isolation.  
If you’re not in community, you don’t 

hear the truth.

Leaders who can’t be questioned, 
end up doing questionable things.



Burnout is often a product of isolation.  If 
you’re not in community, you don’t hear 

the truth.
Leaders who can’t be questioned, end up 

doing questionable things.
You don’t get to be fully alive if you’re 

fully alone.



2) Follow nudges
It is part of learning 

conversational intimacy with 
God



3) Prayers

“How much blood must the sword spill of 
your daughters before you wake up and 

realize just how intense this war is?”



WHICH 
KINGDOM 

WILL I SERVE ?
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