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“and He died for all, that those 
who live might no longer live for 
themselves but for Him who for 
their sake died and was raised.”

2 Cor 5:15 –

Sin causes me to ignore God’s existence 
and His rightful claim on every area of 

my life.
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You need to realize that 

whatever “it” is in your 
life, if you achieve it, 

you will lose it.



The Word of God can 
sometimes be 
disruptive...



“If serving the LORD 
seems undesirable to you, 

then choose for yourself 
whom you will serve.”  

Joshua 24:15



If only I had ___________

Then I’d be content.
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What kind of messiah do you 
want Jesus to be?

Prozac Jesus?
Control?
Success?

Acceptance?
Comfort & Pleasure?

Material things?



Which kingdom will I serve?

Whatever your balloon(s) is, 
you will spend your life filling it 

up.  Growing it, pouring 
air/time/attention into it.  

Pushing it to be as “big” as you 
can make it.
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“Crushed and brought back to our 
senses realizing God is going to have His 

way.  One by one, God took them from 
me, all the things I valued most until I 

was empty handed.  Every glittering toy 
was lost, and I walked earth’s highways 
grieving in my rags and poverty until I 

heard His voice inviting, “Lift those 
empty hands to me.”



“And so, I turned my hands toward heaven, 
and He filled them with a store of His own 
transcendent riches til they could contain 
no more.  And at last, I comprehended in 
my stupid mind that God could not pour 
His riches into hands that were already 
full. When God wants to accomplish an 
impossible task, He takes an impossible 

man and crushes him.”



“When I considered all that I had 
accomplished and what I had 

labored to achieve, I found 
everything to be futile and a pursuit 

of the wind.  There was nothing to 
be gained under the sun.”

Ecclesiastes 2:11



You need to realize that 

whatever “it” is in your 
life, if you achieve it, 

you will lose it.



Will we continue to chase the things of 
this world ... OR ... Will empty 

ourselves so we can receive what only 
GOD can bring us?


