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Money.

Power.

Reputation.

Career.

Sex.

Entertainment.

My status.

My appearance.

Respect.

Being noticed.



Consider it a great joy, my 
brothers, whenever you experience 

various trials, knowing that the 
testing of your faith produces 

endurance.  But endurance must 
do its complete work, so that you 

may be mature and complete, 
lacking nothing.    James 1:2-4



12 - Blessed is the man who 
endures trials, because when 

he passes the test, he will 
receive the crown of life that 

He has promised to those who 
love Him.



13 - No one undergoing a trial should 
say, “I am being tempted by God.”  For 

God is not tempted by evil, and He 
Himself doesn’t tempt anyone.  But 
each person is tempted when he is 
drawn away and enticed by his own 
evil desires.  Then after desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin, and 

when sin is fully grown, it gives birth 
to death. 



1 Corinthians 10:13

No temptation has overtaken you 
that is not common to man.  God is 
faithful, and he will not let you be 
tempted beyond your ability, but 
with the temptation he will also 

provide the way of escape, that you 
may be able to endure it. 



1 Peter 1:6-7

In this you rejoice, though now for a 
little while, if necessary, you have 

been grieved by various trials, so that 
the tested genuineness of your faith –
more precious than gold that perishes 

though it is tested by fire – may be 
found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.



1 Peter 4:12-13

Beloved, do not be surprised at the 
fiery trial when it comes upon you to 

test you, as though something strange 
were happening to you.  But rejoice 

insofar as you share Christ’s 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice 

and be glad when His glory is 
revealed.



Romans 5:3-4

More than that, we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces endurance, 
and endurance produces 
character, and character 

produces hope. 



We said this a few weeks ago...

“Your life is worth living 
precisely because it is 

not your life at all.”



Lysa TerKeurst
“God doesn’t want you or me to 

suffer.  But He will allow it in doses 
to increase our trust.  Our pain and 

suffering isn’t to hurt us.  It’s to save 
us.  To save us from a life where we 

are self-reliant, self-satisfied, self-
absorbed and set up for the greatest 
pain of all … separation from God.”



Lysa TerKeurst

“The enemy would love for me to get 
caught up in the temptations of this 

world.  He would love for me to give in 
to the devastating pull of my constant 
cravings for physical pleasure.  The 
insatiable longing for all that I see.  

The pride that comes with achieving 
and owning more and more.”





“Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me.  For 
whoever wants to save their life 

will lose it, but whoever loses their 
life for me will find it”  

Matthew 16:24-25







“It was a 
progressive 

development of 
true surrender.”





Whatever your 
balloon(s) is/are, 

you will spend your 
life filling them up.  

Growing them.  
Pouring your air, 

time, attention into 
it.  Pushing it to be 
as big as you can 

possibly make it only 
to learn, it won’t last.





How much is enough?

Do you ever get there?

Will you surrender and 
let Jesus be the LORD of 

your entire life?


